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Global Rail 2025 reinforced its position as the leading platform for the rail, transport, 
and mobility sector, driving international collaboration and innovation across the 
global transport ecosystem.

Held under the Patronage of H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Vice President, 
Deputy Prime Minister, and Chairman of the Presidential Court, and hosted by Etihad 
Rail, the UAE’s national rail developer, the event took place at ADNEC Centre Abu 
Dhabi from 30 September to 2 October 2025.

Across three days, Global Rail 2025 convened 11,606 attendees, 225 exhibiting 
companies, brands, and media (including 157 international exhibitors), 210 strategic, 
technical, and youth circle speakers, and 856 delegates from 99 countries. The event 
also welcomed 24 ministerial delegations and 420 CEOs and industry leaders.

DRIVING THE FUTURE OF 
TRANSPORT AND GLOBAL 
CONNECTIVITY

GLOBAL RAIL 2025 IN NUMBERS

225
Exhibiting
Companies

11,606
Total 
Attendees

856
Conference 
Delegates

210
Visionary 
Speakers

24
Ministerial 
Delegations

99
Participating 
Countries

1

GLOBAL RAIL POST-SHOW SUMMARY 2025GLOBAL RAIL POST-SHOW SUMMARY 2025



Global Rail 2025 reflects the UAE’s growing role as a trusted 
international platform for dialogue and cooperation in the global 
transport sector. It provides numerous opportunities for decision-
makers and industry leaders from around the world to exchange 
expertise, strengthen partnerships, and explore innovative 
solutions to advance the future of transport and infrastructure. 

With innovation at its core, this global and national priority drives 
success across all sectors, including railways, and enables the UAE 
to continue building bridges of collaboration and innovation with 
nations worldwide.

H.H. Sheikh Theyab bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Chairman
Etihad Rail
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OPENING  
CEREMONY
The Opening Ceremony was inaugurated by H.H. Sheikh Theyab bin Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Chairman of Etihad Rail. The ceremony featured keynote addresses from H.E. 
Mohammed Ali Al Shorafa, Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Department of Municipalities and 
Transport (DMT), H.E. Shadi Malak, Chief Executive Officer of Etihad Rail, and highlighting 
the nation’s continued leadership in advancing sustainable transport infrastructure and 
international collaboration.

The Opening Ceremony culminated in an exceptional Ministerial Panel that brought 
together six transport ministers united in vision and purpose. Embedded within the ceremony 
itself, this high-level dialogue marked a turning point for the event, elevating its global 
stature and reinforcing its strategic relevance. The panel sent a clear message: the region is 
aligned and ready to accelerate the development of integrated, sustainable infrastructure. 
This landmark moment set the tone for three days of transformative dialogue, international 
collaboration, and innovation across the entire transport, logistics, and mobility ecosystem.

We have overcome major challenges in building a 
mega network, including 18 commercial ports on the Red 
Sea and the Mediterranean Sea with significant depths, 
enabling seamless connections with Jeddah Port in 
Saudi Arabia to the east, Aqaba Port, and ports across 
Africa. 

H.E. Lieutenant General Engineer Kamel Al Wazir
Deputy Prime Minister for Industrial Affairs and  
Egyptian Minister of Industry and Transport
The Arab Republic of Egypt

Keynote Speech
H.E. Mohammed Ali Al Shorafa
Chairman 
Abu Dhabi Department of 
Municipalities and Transport (DMT)

Keynote Speech
H.E. Shadi Malak
Chief Executive Officer 
Etihad Rail

Ministerial Panel
H.E. Suhail Mohamed  
Al Mazrouei 
Minister of Energy  
and Infrastructure
UAE

Ministerial Panel
H.E. Lieutenant General Engineer 
Kamel Al Wazir
Deputy Prime Minister for Industrial 
Affairs and Egyptian Minister of 
Industry and Transport
The Arab Republic of Egypt

Ministerial Panel
H.E. Saleh bin Nasser  
AI Jasser
Minister of Transport  
and Logistics Services 
Saudi Arabia

Ministerial Panel
H.E. Dr. Shaikh Abdullah bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa
Minister of Transport & 
Telecommunications
Bahrain

Ministerial Panel
H.E. H.E. Nidal Al Qatamin
Minister of Transport
Jordan

Ministerial Panel
H.E. Razzaq Muhaibas  
Al - Saadawi
Minister of Transport
Iraq
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ABOUT THE
EXHIBITION
Continues to scale new heights, bringing together over 225 exhibitors and 11,606 attendees 
and buyers from 99 countries. With a 46% increase in exhibiting brands compared to last 
year, the event showcased cutting-edge solutions across transport, logistics, and mobility, 
reinforcing its role as the region’s most influential platform for rail innovation and investment. 
From national operators to OEMs and engineering giants, the exhibition reflected the whole 
sector’s growing appetite for collaboration, transformation, and sustainable growth.

9 Country Pavilions — three more than last year — showcased national priorities and 
investment opportunities from across the globe. Dedicated zones such as the International 
Projects Pavilion, Finance Pavilion, and Innovation Hub created powerful touchpoints for 
participants to engage with live tenders, connect with financiers, and explore emerging 
technologies, reinforcing Global Rail’s role as a catalyst for international business and 
infrastructure development.

•	Air, Ports, Rail operators

•	Rolling stock 

•	 Infrastructure and construction

•	Security and safety

•	Signaling and control

•	Consulting and engineering

•	Predictive maintenance

•	 Logistics & freight mobility

•	AI, technology and digitization

•	Urban and multimodal integration

•	Smart mobility

•	Traffic management

•	Passenger experience

•	Sustainable mobility & infrastructure

•	Mobility as a Service (MaaS)

•	Hydrogen & electric propulsion systems

•	Digital twin & sims

•	Public smart transit

A new era of possibilities for growth and diversification unveiling solutions in:

12 MOUs  SIGNED AT GLOBAL RAIL 2025
ETIHAD RAIL WITH:

•  Keolis

•  Mermec

•  RITES LLC

•  Ministry of Energy & Infrastructure, UAE

•  TAMM

•  Ministry of Railway Transport of Turkmenistan

•  MASDAR

•  Abu Dhabi Customs, Fujairah  
    Customs, Abu Dhabi Ports Group,  
    Fujairah Terminals, and Noatum  
    Logistics

•  Yango

•  Dubai Taxi Company

•  VIA and United Trans

•  NICC WITH SALCEF

COUNTRY PAVILIONS

South 
Korea

Poland

AustriaUnited 
Kingdom

India

Germany

Jordan

Spain

Qatar
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CONNECTING THE TRANSPORT  
INDUSTRY WITH 225 EXHIBITORS

36
Engineering  
& Consulting

32
Global 
OEMs

The information presented is trusted to be accurate as of 2 October 2025

16
National 
Operators

7
Rolling Stock 
Manufacturers

8
Logistics  
Leaders

CARGO

22
Infrastructure, 
Construction, 
Tunnelling
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8
Finance 
Institutions

The information presented is trusted to be accurate as of 2 October 2025

29
Technology 
Solutions 
provider

28
Government 
Entities and 
Associations

21
Transport 
Material & 
Solutions 
provider

R=0 V=36 B=57

R0 
G36 
B57

R112 
V189 
B149

ENGIE_BRIGHT logotype
COLOR_RGB
23/06/2021

Global Rail 2025 serves as a vital platform 
for bringing together rail ecosystem 
partners, driving improvements in 
efficiency, resilience, sustainability, 
and profitability in our interconnected 
world. The agreements announced 
during the conference highlight the 
sector’s commitment to embracing the 
transformative power of partnership and 
reflect the UAE’s emerging leadership in 
global transportation as a hub where ideas 
are not only created but realised to deliver 
lasting impact.

His Excellency Shadi Malak 
CEO 
Etihad Rail
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 1%
Americas

 3%
Africa

7%
Europe

7%
Asia

 82%
MIDDLEEAST

A TRULY GLOBAL 
AUDIENCE

VISITORS BY REGION

Global Rail brought the world of transport to Abu Dhabi, including C-suite executives, 
industry leaders, and government officials. The event reinforced the UAE’s position as 
a global hub for transport, logistics, and trade, showcasing innovations in rail, mobility, 
engineering, and infrastructure, from AI driven technologies to sustainable solutions. 
With record international participation, Global Rail 2025 served as a premier platform 
for knowledge exchange, collaboration, investment, and cross-border connectivity 
across the transport ecosystem.

BUYERS AND 
ATTENDEES 
BUSINESS 
PROFILE

Where over 99 countries across the globe unite through transport.

16%
Engineering

12%
Consultancy

10%
Building and 
Construction

6%
Rail Operator

6%
Logistics

6%
Operation and 
Maintenance

5%
Smart 
Mobility

5%
Rolling Stock  
& Components

4%
 Transport 
Technology 
Provider (ITS)

4%
Sustainable 
Transport 
Solution 
Provider

C-level, Chairman, Partner, Owners

Director, VP, Heads of Departments

Senior Managers, Managers

Government Officials & Others

ATTENDEES SENIORITY BREAKDOWN 
22%

47%

25%

6%

VISITOR FEEDBACK HIGHLIGHTS

92%
Are likely 
to return 
for the next 
edition.

94%
Were satisfied 
with the 
quality of 
exhibitors.

85%
Said Global Rail 
helped them find 
new partners and 
suppliers.

94%
Rated Global 
Rail important 
for their  
business.
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EXHIBITION AREAS UNLOCKING 
NEW BUSINESS VENTURES
International Projects Pavilion
The International Projects Pavilion offered unparalleled access to high-value investment and 
collaboration opportunities, with delegations from 8 countries unveiling national transport 
and mobility projects collectively valued at an impressive $45 billion. This dynamic platform 
empowered participants to connect directly with decision-makers, explore transformative 
ventures, and forge strategic partnerships shaping the future of global mobility.

Nations looking to hold critical conversations on upcoming transport projects shared the 
limelight. Private discussions addressed financing and investment strategies, sustainable 
capital allocation, and the acceleration of key projects towards actionable next steps to 

steer interests in rail, driving economic growth and fostering inclusive prosperity.

Countries participating as part of the International Projects Pavilion:

Afghanistan South Sudan UgandaKenyaChad

ParaguayUzbekistan Turkmenistan

Finance Pavilion
The Finance Pavilion connected participants with 8 leading 
financiers and investment leaders, including Finance 
& Investment Leader, FAB Bank, and Lanyard Sponsor, 
Emirates NBD. It served as a dedicated platform for in-
depth discussions on innovative financing models, public-
private partnerships, and investment frameworks driving 
the future of rail and integrated transport systems. Through 
a series of curated meetings and expert-led sessions, 
stakeholders discussed de-risking, faster funding, and 
investment in sustainable transport.

Companies participating as part of the Finance Pavilion:

The Pavilion 
highlighted the 
critical role of 

finance in advancing 
regional connectivity and 
enabling the transition 
to greener, more resilient 
mobility networks. Acting 
as a bridge between 
financial expertise 
and infrastructure 
development.

CONNECTING PROJECT  
DEVELOPERS WITH FINANCIERS

GLOBAL RAIL POST-SHOW SUMMARY 2025
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INNOVATION AT THE FOREFRONT:  
SHAPING TOMORROWS SOLUTIONS
Innovation Hub
The Innovation Hub featured 19 trailblazing 
companies showcasing next-generation transport 
and mobility technologies and sustainable practices. 
From digital solutions to smart infrastructure, the 
Hub served as a focal point for groundbreaking 
advancements redefining how people and goods 
move across regions. Exhibitors presented cutting-
edge applications in automation, AI-driven transport 
systems, and connected mobility.

Live demonstrations and interactive displays allowed 
visitors to experience the latest technologies driving 
operational excellence, safety, and environmental 
performance. The Hub underscored the industry’s 
rapid transformation and the growing commitment 
to innovation as a catalyst for sustainable and 
inclusive growth in the global mobility landscape.

Participating Innovators

Spotlighting pioneering digital transformations and the impact of smart and sustainable 
infrastructure, the Innovation Hub acted as a window into a disruptive, smart era of 
mobility.

SBS Transit  
(Singapore)

Future Maintenance Technologies 
(Australia)

TRE ALTAMIRA  
(Italy)

Innovation Awards

With 242 submissions, the Innovation Awards underscored Etihad Rail’s commitment to industry 
advancement and collaboration. The programme celebrated groundbreaking ideas shaping 
the future of mobility, recognising projects that push the boundaries of efficiency, safety, and 
sustainability across the rail and transport ecosystem.

Three winners were awarded grants of AED 1 million each to accelerate the development 
and implementation of their solutions. The following innovators were recognised for their 
outstanding contributions:

SBS Transit (Singapore) – Leveraging advanced AI to make sign language more 
accessible on public transport, improving inclusivity for passengers with hearing 
impairments.

Future Maintenance Technologies (Australia) – Delivering robotic solutions 
for rolling stock inspection, enhancing worker safety and enabling predictive 
maintenance.

TRE ALTAMIRA (Italy) – Using satellite monitoring to detect early warning signs of  
infrastructure stress, improving safety and reducing surveying costs.

17
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Networking Lounge
The Networking Lounge hosted hundreds of distinguished participants, including Ministers, 
VIPs, and speakers. Hosted in Conference Hall B, the Networking lounge provided an 
exclusive environment to network, exchange ideas, and strengthen high-level connections 
across the leaders, decision-makers in the transport and mobility sectors.

BEYOND THE EXHIBITION FLOOR:  
ACCELERATING PARTNERSHIPS
Leadership Roundtable
The exclusive, invite-only leadership finance roundtable, sponsored by DENTONS, convened 
CEOs and senior leaders for a closed-door dialogue on transport infrastructure financing. The 
session covered funding models, risk management, regulatory frameworks, and sustainability 
strategies, while enabling knowledge exchange and fostering collaboration across the sector.

Discussions spanned the full lifecycle of project funding—from early-stage planning and risk 
allocation to long-term financing and refinancing strategies.

By moving freight from road to rail, we’re reducing emissions, 
easing congestion, and aligning with Oman’s Vision 2040 and 
the UAE’s Net Zero 2050 Strategy. In doing so, we’re enabling 
SME’s, empowering youth in both nations and building lasting 
careers in our communities. This journey was never easy, but 
all was purposeful, guided by leaders, powered by teams, and 
enriched by individuals who believed in something greater 
than themselves.

Ahmed Almusawa Alhashemi
CEO
Hafeet Rail
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Youth Hackathon
Over two days, 50 UAE university students and recent graduates came together 

to design and prototype bold solutions shaping the future of rail. Participants 
received mentorship from leading industry experts, gained hands-on experience 

through collaborative workshops, and presented their ideas before a panel of 
senior judges. The initiative served as a dynamic platform to nurture young talent, 

encourage innovation, and bridge academia with real-world industry challenges.

After an inspiring showcase of creativity and technical excellence, three teams 
emerged as winners. RAILOVATORS claimed first place for their visionary approach to 

enhancing rail efficiency and passenger experience. NEXT STOP secured second place 
with their innovative mobility concept integrating smart technology and sustainability. 

TRAIN STORMERS took third place for their practical and scalable solution addressing 
operational safety and maintenance.

FUTURE LEADERS IN MOTION: 
YOUTH DRIVING INNOVATION
Youth Circle
The Youth Circle at Global Rail 2025 brought together 123 young professionals and students 
from across the transport sector.  Through workshops, discussions and  networking sessions, 
it fostered collaboration, knowledge exchange and fresh perspectives to inspire the next 
generation shaping a sustainable and connected mobility future.

H.E. Khaled Al Nuaimi
Director General

Federal Youth Authority

Azza Al Suwaidi
Deputy CEO

Etihad Rail – Mobility

Mohammed Al Kamali
Chief 

Trade & Industry

H.E. Dr. Yasir El Naqbi
Director General 

Government Academy 
Department of 

Government Enablement

Noura Albadi
International Business  

Development Specialist 
Etihad Rail 

Abu Dhabi Youth Council

MODERATOR

Youth Circle Speakers

RAILOVATORS NEXT STOP TRAIN STORMERS

20 21
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CONFERENCES  
OVERVIEW

Global Rail 2025 marked a transformative moment for the industry, 
bringing together an unprecedented assembly of ministers, CEOs, 
policymakers, and innovators —featuring two Ministerial Panels and 
ten transport ministers—  firmly positioning the event as a global 
powerhouse for transport and mobility leadership.

The event featured two dynamic conferences running concurrently: 
the Strategic Conference, focused on policy, investment, and 
leadership; and the Technical Conference, showcasing engineering 
excellence, cutting-edge innovation, and operational best practices. 
This dual-track format enriched the experience for attendees, offering 
tailored insights across the full spectrum of the transport value chain.

Over three days, more than 210 speakers — from regulators and 
operators to financiers, engineers, and tech pioneers — shared bold 
strategies and actionable insights to drive progress.
From resilient infrastructure and sustainable financing models to 
AI-powered mobility and high-speed networks, the conference 
spotlighted the solutions shaping a smarter, more connected, and 
sustainable future for global transport.

CONFERENCES IN NUMBERS

55
Technical  
Conference 
Presentations

46
Strategic 
Conference 
Sessions

10
Ministerial 
Panelists

210
Visionary 
Speakers

856
Conference 
Delegates

Infrastructure and economic prosperity go hand in hand. For a country 
like Pakistan, with a population of 240 million, we have made major strides 
over the past 15 years—building over 2,400 km of motorways that connect 
our provinces and drive economic activity. Similarly, in the energy sector, 
we have overcome significant challenges, moving from 12 to 18 hours of 
daily load-shedding in 2013 to a more stable and efficient transmission 
network today.

 
H.E. Bilal Azhar Kayani
Minister of State for Railways, Finance and Head of PMDU
Pakistan
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STRATEGIC 
CONFERENCE

The Strategic Conference convened ministers, CEOs, financiers, 
and operators to address the pressing priorities shaping global 
transport. Discussions focused on building resilient infrastructure, 
financing major projects, and accelerating integration across rail, 
ports, and logistics. With themes spanning smart mobility, high-
speed networks, AI and automation, and cross-border connectivity, 
the programme offered actionable insights into the policies, 
partnerships, and investment strategies driving sustainable growth. 

By bridging innovation with implementation, the Strategic 
Conference provided a platform for leaders to chart the future 
of transport and unlock opportunities across the global mobility 
ecosystem.

STRATEGIC CONFERENCE IN NUMBERS

14
Strategic  
Conference Themes

62
CEO 
Speakers

3
Day
Conference

139
Visionary 
Speakers

46
Conference 
Sessions

STRATEGIC CONFERENCE THEMES

•  Intermodal Connectivity
•  Smart Mobility
•  AI and Automation
•  Infrastructure Resilience
•  Policy and Governance
•  Sustainable Financing
•  High-speed Project Delivery
•  Smart Cities

•  Electrification
•  Rail - port Synergies
•  Integrated Transport Systems
•  First - last mile Solutions
•  Interoperability and  
   Cross Border Development
•  Safety and Security

25

GLOBAL RAIL POST-SHOW SUMMARY 2025

24

GLOBAL RAIL POST-SHOW SUMMARY 2025



H.E. Suhail Mohamed 
Al Mazrouei  
Minister of Energy and 
Infrastructure
UAE

H.E. Lieutenant General  
Engineer Kamel Al Wazir
Deputy Prime Minister for Industrial 
Affairs and Egyptian Minister of 
Industry and Transport
The Arab Republic of Egypt

Dr. Bashar Al-Malik
Chief Executive Officer
Saudi Arabia Railways

H.E. Jasurbek Choriev
Deputy Minister of Transport
Republic of Uzbekistan

H.E Hon. Fred Byamukama 
State Minister for Transport
Uganda

Dr. Bashar Al-Malik
Chief Executive Officer
Saudi Arabia Railways

Dr. Bashar Al-Malik
Chief Executive Officer
Saudi Arabia Railways

H.E. Dr. Shaikh Abdullah bin 
Ahmed Al Khalifa  
Minister of Transportation 
and Telecommunications
Bahrain

H.E. Omar Sultan Al Olama 
Minister of State for Artificial 
Intelligence, Digital Economy  
and Remote Work Applications
UAE

H.E. Davit Khudatyan
Minister of Territorial
Administration and 
Infrastructure
Republic of Armenia

H.E. Mohammed Ali Al Shorafa
Chairman
Abu Dhabi Department of 
Municipalities and Transport

H.E. Hussein Ali Safadi
Chief Executive Officer
Aqaba Development 
Corporation (ADC)

H.E. Hussein Ali Safadi
Chief Executive Officer
Aqaba Development 
Corporation (ADC)

H.E. Dr. Thani Bin  
Ahmed Al Zeyoudi
Minister of Foreign Trade
UAE

H.E. Nidal Al Qatamin
Minister of Transport
Jordan

H.E. Davis Chirchir
Cabinet Secretary, Ministry for 
Roads and Transport
Republic of Kenya

H.E. Shadi Malak  
Chief Executive Officer
Etihad Rail

Abdulla Bin Damithan
CEO and Managing Director
DP World GCC

H.E. Razzaq Muhaibas  
Al - Saadawi
Minister of Transport
Iraq

H.E. Saleh bin Nasser Al-Jasser
Minister of Transport and  
Logistics Services
Saudi Arabia

H.E. Eng. Maysarah  
Mahmoud Salim Eid
Director General
Abu Dhabi Projects and 
Infrastructure Centre (ADPIC)

Abdulrahman Salim Al Hatmi
Group Chief Executive Officer
ASYAD

H.E. Bilal Azhar Kayani 
Minister of State for Railways
Finance and Head of PMDU
Pakistan

Henri Poupart-Lafarge
Chief Executive Officer
Alstom

Saeed Salem AlSuwaidi
Chief Executive Officer 
Abu Dhabi Transport 
Company (ADT)

 Michael Peter
Chief Executive Officer
Siemens Mobility 

Laurence Broseta
Chief Executive Officer
International
Keolis

Rahul Mithal
Chairman and  
Managing Director
RITES

Sergio Vazquez Torron
President and 
Chief Executive Officer 
Ineco

 Dr. Abdulla Hamad Al Ghfeli
Acting Director General 
Integrated Transport Center – 
Abu Dhabi

Javier Martinez Ojinaga
Chief Executive Officer
CAF

Diego Diaz
International Director 
and President
SNCF International

Jeffrey Sim Vee Ming
Group Chief executive Officer 
Non-Independent 
Executive Director
SBS Transit

Jean-Charles Vollery
Chief Executive Officer
SYSTRA

Henri Poupart-Lafarge
Chief Executive Officer
Alstom

Mohd Zarif Hashim
Chief Executive Officer
Malayisa Rapid Transit 
Corporation (MRT Corp)

Michael Ted Macapagal
Chairman
Philippine National 
Railways

Vytis Žalimas
Chief Executive Officer 
LTG Infra

Ahmed AlMusawa AlHashemi
Chief Executive Officer
Hafeet Rail

H.E. Rakhmetov Khikmatulla 
Narzullayevich
First Deputy Chairman  
of the Board
JSC 'Uzbekistan Railways'

Valeriano Salciccia
Chief Executive Officer
Salcef Group S.p.A

 Giuseppe Marino
Group Chief Executive Officer
Hitachi Rail

Dr. Ahmed Mohamed Alebri
Chief Executive Officer
ADNOC Sour Gas

Cuthbert Malindi
Managing Director
Zambia Railways Limited

GLOBAL MINISTERS, CEOS AND  
INDUSTRY THOUGHT LEADERS
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Guenter Neureiter
Chief Executive Officer
Voestalpine Railway Systems

Antonia Höög
Chief Sustainability Officer
Keolis

Chris Snyder
EMEA CEO and Global 
Co-Chief Operating Officer
Via

Rashid Al Mulla
Managing Director
International Project
Etihad Rail, Jordan

Martin Vaujour
President, Africa, Middle East 
& Central Asia 
Alstom

Shahab Al Jassmi
Senior Vice President Ports & 
Terminals Commercial
DP World GCC

Régis Dumay
Chief Executive Officer 
Transportation
Egis

Inmaculada Gutiérrez
Chief Executive Officer
International Projects
Renfe

Murathan Kalyoncu
Chairman of the Board
Kalyon Insaat

Dr. Ozgur Soy
Executive Chair
Metro Istanbul

Jeffrey Sim Vee Ming
Group Chief executive Officer 
Non-Independent 
Executive Director
SBS Transit

Niko Warbanoff
Chief Executive Officer
DB E.C.O Group

Dr. Jacob Kam
Chief Executive Officer 
MTR Corporation Limited

Jan Christoph Harder
President of Region West, 
North and Rest of World (RoW)
Škoda Group

Leon Soulier
Chief Executive Officer
Business Unit – Turnkey
Siemens Mobility

Anouar Benazzouz
Chief Strategy and 
Commercial Officer
Etihad Rail

Farid Belbouab
Group Chief Executive Officer
Gulftainer

Shri Praveen Kumar
Managing Director
Dedicated Freight Corridor 
Corporation of India Limited 
(DFCCIL)

Azza AlSuwaidi
Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
Etihad Rail Mobility

Zahi Khalil
Director General and  
Deputy Chairman
Jordan Hijaz Railway

Hamed Zaghw
Chief Executive Officer 
Middle East
AECOM

Samer Kaissi
Chief Executive Officer, Gulf 
Cluster & Country Manager, 
UAE
DHL Global Forwarding

Omar AlSebeyi
Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Etihad Rail Freight

Dr. Abdeljabbar Ben Salem
Senior Vice President Middle 
East North Africa and 
Central Asia
RATPDev

Martin Yates
Senior Government Advisor
Presight

Armando Fombella
General Manager and 
Project Director
Renfe KSA

Tewfik Bouarif
Director of the Passenger 
Division
ONCF

Sammy Akif
Vice President -  
Advanced Rail Technology
Progress Rail

Mohammad Khadra
Regional Director, Middle 
East & Africa
Talgo

Tolga Akkaş
Chief Executive Officer
Doğuş Construction

Faisal Ameer Malik
Chief Technical Officer
Huawei Enterprise Business, 
Middle East & Central Asia

Amadou Diallo
Chief Executive Officer
DHL Global Forwarding 
Middle East and Africa

Sebastien Mangeant
Chief Operating Officer 
Abu Dhabi Transport 
Company (ADT)

Hasan Al Hosani
Chief Executive Officer
Smart Solutions, Space42

Tran Thien Canh
Director General
Vietnam Railway Authority, 
Ministry of Construction of 
Vietnam

Michel Abi Saab
General Manager
Emerge

Alistair Gordon
Chief Executive Officer
Keolis UK, Middle East, 
and India

Axel Herzhauser
Chief Executive Officer
WeFreight

Eng. Sami Ali Al Jallaf
Executive Director - Public 
Transport and Licensing 
Corporation
Ajman Transport Authority

Olivier Laurent
Chief Executive Officer
RailDirect

Adriano Girotto
President
IronLev

GLOBAL MINISTERS, CEOS AND  
INDUSTRY THOUGHT LEADERS
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Harj Dhaliwal
Acting Chief Executive Officer
Nevomo

Dr. Muhammad Mustafa 
Director of Mobility and 
Planning
Egis, Middle East and 
South Asia

Simon Argyle
Deputy Director of International 
Relations, EU & Multilateral
The Department for Transport 
(DfT)

Roger Cruickshank
Middle East Transportation 
Market Lead & AtkinsRéalis Fellow
AtkinsRéalis

Prisca Flattot
Senior Vice President Technical 
and Operational Performance
SYSTRA

Naresh Ranganathan
Vice President - EAS Cargo
Velora

Jens-Oliver Schuenzel
Director / Team Head Land-
based Transportation
KfW IPEX-Bank GmbH

Hashem AlHendawi
Head of MENA
UITP - International 
Association of Public 
Transport

Bertrand MINARY
Passenger Director
UIC [International Union of 
Railways]

Darren McBride
EMEA PMC 
& Rail Practice Lead 
Parsons

Alex Haag
Co-Founder and CEO
Futurail

Rafael Tello
Global Sustainability President, 
Middle East President
Ambipar

Lorenzo Modena
CEO and Founder
OpenMove

Nabil Cheqroun
Vice President & General Manager 
Honeywell Building Automation, 
Middle East, Turkiye and Africa

Denis Tudor
Chief Executive Officer 
& Co-founder
Swisspod

Natalia Sanz
Senior Investment Officer
Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank (AIIB)

Simon Bunckenburg
Head of Infrastructure and 
Construction
UK Export Finance (UKEF)

John Fagan
UKIMEA Transport Market 
Leader
Arup

Pablo Ruiz del Real
CEO
Alhambra Infrastructure 
Advisors

Ayman Ashour
Chief Executive Officer, Siemens 
Mobility Turnkey MEA and Siemens 
Mobility UAE
Siemens Mobility

Mohamed Jaber
Chief Executive Officer
Combi Lift Projects MEA

Martin Ausserdorfer
Member of the Board, 
Brenner Base Tunnel, 
Chief Executive Officer
Railtraction Company, (Italy)

Dr. Nasser Al Bustami
Board Director and 
Chief Executive Officer
Stevin Rock, RAK Rock and 
Raknor

Paul Button
Acting Chief Operations Officer
Trojan General Contracting

Aasim Siddiqui
Chief Executive Officer
Pakistan Intermodal

Omran Malek
Head of Smart Autonomous 
Vehicle Industry (SAVI) Cluster
Abu Dhabi Investment Office 
(ADIO)

Frank Beckers
Senior Financial Advisor
Etihad Rail

Tom Spearing
Senior Vice President, Rail and 
Transit Global Sector Leader
Hill International

Jonathan McDonald
Global Director Rail Systems 
and Assurance
Hatch Ltd

Gaurav Biswas
Founder and CEO
TruKKer

Russell Jackson
EVP Global Transit
AECOM

TC Chew
Managing Director, APAC
Arup

Jafar Oklah
Chief Executive Officer
National Infrastructure 
Construction Company (NICC)

Nasser AlQahtani
Interoperability Director
GCC Railways Authority

Ibrahim (Ibro) Muftic
Vice President - Rail and 
Transit Leader
Parsons

Noémie Bercoff
Director General
Urbanloop

Eng Ahmed Al Shibani
Integrated Transport 
Division Director
Abu Dhabi Integrated 
Transport Center

Steffen Behrens
Chief Commercial Officer 
(CCO)
deugro

Almud Weitz
Regional Practice Director for 
Infrastructure, Middle East and 
North Africa
World Bank

Amer Battikhi
Executive Vice President 
and General Manager - 
Digital and Data Solutions
Jacobs
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GLOBAL RAIL 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Ekaternia Sheremet
Associate Partner
McKinsey & Company

John Newman
President 
& Chief Executive Officer 
Progress Rail, a Caterpillar 
Company

Ahmed Al Musawa 
Al Hashemi
Chief Executive Officer
Hafeet Rail

Farid Belbouab
Group Chief Executive Officer
Gulftainer

Daniel Wright
Chief Operating Officer
Gulftainer

Martin Yates
Government 
Technology Advisor 
Presight

Gunther J. Ferk
Chief Executive Officer
Etihad Rail Freight

Inmaculada Gutiérrez
Chief Executive Officer 
Renfe International Projects

Dr. Christian Gasparic
Partner and, Global Lead
Kearney Center for 
Advanced Mobility, UAE

Régis Dumay
Chief Executive Officer 
Transportation 
Egis

David Franks
Managing Director
Keolis MHI (UAE)

Joseph Chalouhi
Executive Advisor - Logistics 
and Supply Chain 
GHD

Vadim Pokotilo
Partner
McKinsey & Company

Sebastien Mangeant
Chief Operating Officer 
Abu Dhabi Transport 
Company (ADT)

Dr. Dalya Al Muthanna
Managing Director and 
Chief Executive Officer - 
Gulf Countries
Alstom

Ayman Ashour
Chief Executive Officer, 
Siemens Mobility Turnkey MEA 
and Siemens Mobility UAE
Siemens Mobility

Russell Jackson
​EVP Global Transit 
AECOM

Nicola Sandri
Senior Partner, Global Leader 
of Transport Infrastructure
McKinsey & Company, Milan

Dr. Christian Gasparic
Partner and Global Lead
Kearney Advanced Mobility 
Institute

Cesar Valero
Partner
ALG

Lubna Bouza
Head of Business News & News 
Presenter
Sky News Arabia

Andrea Giuricin
Chief Executive Officer
TRA Consulting

Dominik Baumeister
Senior Partner, Global Head 
Transport & Logistics
PwC

Lorenzo Trittoni
Partner, Transportation  
and Services
Oliver Wyman

Paul Ling
Business Manager
UK Export Finance

Amandeep Bhangu
Presenter and Moderator
Voice Media London

Krzysztof Ruciński
Mobility Expert
Polish Investment and 
Trade Agency (PAIH)

Sunil Prasad
Global Head - Aerospace 
& Rail
L&T Technology Services

André Martins
Partner and Head of 
Transportation and Services, 
IMEA
Oliver Wyman

Hadi Sanei
Global Director – Transit 
Systems
Hatch

Manus Cranny
Geo-Economics Editor
The National

Helmut Scholze
Senior Partner, MEA Mobility 
and Infrastructure Lead, 
Dubai
Kearney

Alessandro Tricamo
Partner, Transportation  
and Services
Oliver Wyman

Katie Ferrier
Regional Director UKI & MEA
Achilles Information Ltd

Salim Essaid
Business Editor
The National

Debabrata Chakraborty
Sr. Regional Director, MEA
Bentley Systems
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TECHNICAL 
CONFERENCE

The Technical Conference showcased cutting-edge engineering, 
innovation, and research shaping the transport sector. Built on 
peer-reviewed submissions, it highlighted pioneering projects and 
technologies with practical applications across rail, freight, and 
mobility. By presenting solutions that improve efficiency, resilience, 
and passenger experience, the programme connected technical 
expertise with industry needs. 

With contributions from engineers, project leaders, and innovators 
worldwide, the Technical Conference provided an essential forum 
for advancing knowledge, exchanging best practice, and driving 
smarter, more sustainable transport systems.

TECHNICAL CONFERENCE THEMES

•  Project planning and management
•  Asset and lifecycle management
•  Intermodal operations
•  Signaling and communications
•  Seamless passenger mobility
•  End-to-end sustainable transport
•  Digitalisation ai and automation

•  Rolling stock innovation
•  Safety and security
•  Urban planning and  
   transit-Oriented development
•  High speed rail
•  Innovation in construction 
   and Infrastructure

TECHNICAL CONFERENCE IN NUMBERS

55
Technical 
Presentations

53
Technical 
Speakers

14
Executive  
Committee Members

TECHNICAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Adrian Lindon
Vice President - Rail
AECOM

Dr. Èric Pairet Artau
Head of Research and 
Development
Etihad Rail

Liam Henderson
Chair
The Rail Innovation Group

Artur Fojud
Head of Research and 
Innovation
UIC (International Union of 
Railways)

Maria Marqués
Global Director of 
Intercity Transport
Egis

Ravi Ravitharan
Director
Monash Institute of Railway 
Technology, Monash 
University

Richard Carr
Technical &  
Innovation Director
Railway Industry Association 
(RIA)

TC Chew
Managing Director 
APAC Region
Arup

Simon Fletcher
Founder & CEO
Fletch Rail Advisory

Marc Guigon
Consultant
MG Consult

Dr. Melody Khadem Sameni
Associate Professor, Program 
Director, Railway Systems 
Engineering and Integration
University of Birmingham, 
Dubai Campus

Matthew Botelle
VP PMC & Rail Practice Lead, 
Europe, Middle East & Africa 
(EMEA)
Parsons

Natalie Loughborough
Chief Operating Officer
Greyhound

Stephen Rutherford
Vice President and Global 
Market Director for Transport 
Planning
Jacobs
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SOCIAL & DIGITAL 
OUTREACH
Global Rail 2025 amplified its digital presence through a targeted communications 
campaign that engaged rail and mobility audiences worldwide.

Spanning pre-show build up, live event coverage, and post show highlights, the campaign 
ensured consistent storytelling and maximum visibility across all digital channels. Through 
close collaboration with partners, exhibitors, speakers, and industry influencers, Global Rail 
2025 successfully extended its reach, reinforcing the event’s position as a leading global 
platform for transport innovation and dialogue.

#GlobalRail #GlobalRail2025

1.8M+
LinkedIn Impressions

7,000+  
Channel Followers

3.6M+
Facebook Impressions

2.3K+
Facebook Followers

269k+
Instagram Impressions

737+
Instagram Followers

13.5M+
Google Impressions

263K+
Google Clicks

2.4M+
YouTube Views

94K+
YouTube Impressions

1M+
X Impressions

104K+
X Clicks
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GLOBAL RAIL 2025
MEDIA PARTNERS & ASSOCIATIONS

VENUE

PROOF BY

PROJECT MANAGER

W E  G R O W  T O G E T H E R  

EVENT ID

PROJECT ID

BUILD DATE

DATE

STAND

NAME

MATERIAL

FEF:

SIZE

QTY:

R0

R2
R1

R3

LOCATION

REVISION

NALAKA

PRAVEEN

VENUE NAME

BUILD DATE

STAND

704776

ADNEC, ABU DHABI, UAE

31 - 08 - 2025
28 - 08 - 2025

200154

EVENT SIGNAGE

FREESTAND SIGNS

Size:  1mW x 2mH   |   Sides:  D/SIDED

After After

FS13
QTY:  2  |  Location:  Next to Conf A 

ORGANISED BY

MEDIA & PR OFFICE 

ORGANISED BY

MEDIA & PR OFFICE 

GLOBAL RAIL 2025
MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
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GLOBAL RAIL 2025 COMMUNITY 
THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING
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VENUE MAP 2025

Conference Hall A Atrium Capital SuitesHall 3Hall 4

ADNEC CENTRE ABU DHABI, UAE

Opening Ceremony
Strategic Conference

CONFERENCE HALL A

Global Exhibition
Country Pavilions

ATRIUM

Global Exhibition
Country Pavilions
Finance Pavilion

HALL 4

ATRIUM

Andaz Capital Gate Hotel

Car Park B

Car Park AAloft Hotel

HALL 4

HALL 3

HALL 2

HALL 2

HALL 3

Global Exhibition
Country Pavilions

Leadership Roundtable
Ministerial Lounges
Youth Hackathon

 CAPITAL SUITES

A

B
Majlis
Networking Lounge

CONFERENCE HALL B

Conference Hall B

Global Exhibition
Innovations Hub
International Projects Pavilion
Technical Conference
Delegates Lunch

VIP Parking

Hall 2

Media Lounge

GLOBAL RAIL POST-SHOW SUMMARY 2025
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CULTURAL AND 
DESTINATION PARTNER

ORGANISED BYVENUE PARTNER

ASSOCIATE TECHNICAL 
CONFERENCE SPONSOR

LANYARD 
SPONSOR

DELEGATE BREAK 
SPONSOR

KNOWLEDGE 
PARTNER

SUPPORTING RAILWAYS 
ASSOCIATION

FINANCE ROUNDTABLE 
SPONSOR

FINANCE &  
INVESTMENT LEADER

ASSOCIATE STRATEGIC CONFERENCE SPONSORS

SUPPORTED BYHOSTED BY

PARTNERS

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS,   PARTNERS AND SUPPORTERS

44



30 September - 2 October 2025 | ADNEC Centre Abu Dhabi, UAE

Make Your Impact at  
The Next Edition of Global Rail
General Enquiries
+971 4 4380355
info@grtiec.com

Exhibition and Sponsorship
+971 4 4453652
impact@grtiec.com

Speaker and Conference
+971 4 4453793
conferences@grtiec.com

Our Offices

RIYADH, SAUDI ARABIA
Office 502, Al Madar building
Ad Diyar street, Al Ulaya district
ZIP Code 12611

JEDDAH, SAUDI ARABIA
Office 408, Sakura Plaza
Al Madinah, Al Munawarah Road
Salamah District, PO Box 3650

DUBAI, UAE
3rd Floor, The Palladium,
Cluster C, Jumeirah Lakes
Towers, P.O. Box 33817

ABU DHABI, UAE
Yas Creative Hub, Yas Island
Tower 4, Level 6,  
office C40-L06-10
PO Box 769256

CALGARY, CANADA
#1510 140 10th Ave SE
Calgary, Alberta
T2G 0R1

CAIRO, EGYPT
Office B2, Plaza 2 between
Halls 3 & 4 Egypt International
Exhibition Centre El Moushir
Tantawy Axis

LAGOS, NIGERIA
3rd Floor, Mulliner Towers
Alfred, Rewane Road
Ikoyi, Lagos

LONDON, UK
Northcliffe House
2 Derry Street London W8 5TT
United Kingdom

SINGAPORE
The Great Room, Afro-Asia
63 Robinson Road, Level 8, 7
and 6, Singapore 068894

DOHA, QATAR
Office 706, 7th Floor
Palm Tower B, West Bay
PO Box 3601

MUMBAI, INDIA
Regus Suburb Centres Pvt Ltd,
Level 4, Dynasty Business Park,
Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri East,
Mumbai - 400059,
Maharashtra - India

JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA
Benmore 2010
PO Box 650302
2196, Johannesburg

CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA
31 Bell Crescent
Westlake Business Park
Tokai, PO Box 30875
7966, Cape Town

ORGANISED BY

#GlobalRail


